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RUTH ELEANOR (HORN) LASHMAN 
 
 
Ruth was born on September 6th, 1919, at 134 Lafayette Avenue in Palmerton, PA. When 
she was eight years old, she contracted scarlet fever, and was quarantined along with her 
father, who entertained her with stories and jokes.  He also has lots of tricks that he had 
picked up while he was in the circus. She attended the Palmerton schools, graduating 
from high school with a commercial diploma in 1937. At the urging of Dr. Rosenberry 
she entered the Easton (Pa.) School of Nursing, and graduated with a nursing degree in 
1940. Following graduation, Ruth worked, first at the Easton Hospital, and then at the 
Warren County Hospital in Phillipsburg, NJ, as chief operating room nurse. 
 
In 1943, Ruth joined the U.S. Army Nurse Corp as a 2nd Lieutenant, and after basic 
training was assigned to the 176th General Hospital, which was a tented unit with a one 
thousand bed capacity. Because of her previous experience, she worked in the operating 
room as an anesthetist. Her unit landed at Omaha Beach in October of 1944, proceeding 
through Normandy and St. Lo, and was exposed to enemy fire during the Battle of the 
Bulge. 
 
After her discharge, Ruth attended the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in 1951 
with a degree in nursing education. She taught there as well as at the Presbyterian 
Hospital School of Nursing for several years. In 1954, according to Ruth’s recollection, 
she was eating lunch at a Horn & Hardart restaurant when a young man sat down at her 
table and struck up a conversation. Shelley remembers the event differently; after a late 
evening of work, Ruth decided to have a quick meal there. The place was full, but she 
finally spied a table with only one person. She politely asked him if she could share the 
table. That person was Shelley, a young lawyer who had also been working late. After 
that serendipitous meeting, however it happened, they frequently met and had lunch 
together at a nearby drugstore luncheonette. As the saying goes, the rest is history. After 
dating for five years, Ruth and Shelley Lashman were married in Philadelphia on January 
3rd, 1959. Ruth continued to work after their marriage while Shelley was busy advancing 
his law practice, but she gradually tapered off her career and retired in 1968. 
 
Like the rest of her family, Ruth enjoyed music and had an excellent singing voice, 
enhanced by voice lessons. She was a member of the U of Penn sextet, and guests at their 
performances included John F. Kennedy and Harold Staasen. She sang at the gravesite of 
Anna Jarvis, the founder of Mothers Day. She also was a regular choir member at St 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in West Philadelphia. Her hobbies included gardening and 
flowers, and for many years she and Shelley enjoyed sailing. Later in life, they stayed 
closer to home in Egg Harbor Township in New Jersey. 
 
Ruth suffered a massive stroke in early summer of 2008, and died on October 12, 2008. 
She was buried in Gnaden Huetten Cemetery, Lehighton, Carbon County, PA. 
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